
Spelling at St Joseph’s 

Intent: At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary, we encourage our pupils to think and write creatively, be adventurous with their use of language 

and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. In order for these aims to be realised, it is essential that our pupils learn the 

knowledge and skills to spell accurately. Children who can spell feel confident and are able to write with enjoyment. We want our pupils 

to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for learning spelling and to be able to apply their strategies when spelling 

words in their independent writing. Our teachers enjoy exploring and investigating the patterns and contradictions of the English 

language and we encourage the children to take delight in what they discover 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

In Reception, phonics teaching is a key priority and is delivered through the Read Write Inc. (RWI) programme. Children participate in 

daily, systematic and structured phonics sessions lasting approximately 35 minutes, alongside daily handwriting practice. Teaching 

begins with Set 1 sounds, with a strong focus on developing children’s ability to orally blend sounds as a foundation for early reading 

and spelling. As children become secure, they progress to learning Set 2 and Set 3 sounds. Children’s phonics knowledge is regularly 

assessed to ensure teaching is well matched to their needs, and pupils are grouped flexibly according to their current attainment. 

During RWI sessions, children have frequent opportunities to apply their phonics knowledge through reading and writing activities, 

supporting accurate letter formation and early spelling development. High-frequency and key words are clearly displayed within the 

learning environment and shared with parents and carers to support continuity between home and school. Progress in phonics is 

closely monitored, with assessment information used to inform next steps and ensure all children make strong progress. 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1  

As children move into Key Stage 1, they continue to follow the Read Write Inc. (RWI) programme, ensuring continuity and progression 

in phonics, reading and spelling. Phonics is taught through daily, discrete sessions lasting approximately 30 minutes. Children are 

organised into flexible, fluid groups across Key Stage 1, based on their current phonics attainment. This approach enables teaching to 

be precisely matched to pupils’ needs and ensures that learning is not limited by age or class group. RWI phonics and reading sessions 

provide regular, structured opportunities for children to apply their phonics knowledge in both reading and writing. Pupils practise 

spelling and sentence construction through ‘Hold a Sentence’ activities linked to the core text studied that week. This supports the 

development of accurate spelling, sentence structure and transcription skills. Children who are assessed as working above the Grey 

level in RWI and who demonstrate secure application of their phonic knowledge in both reading and writing, move into guided reading 

groups. These sessions focus on developing reading fluency, extended reading and close reading strategies to deepen comprehension. 

Ongoing assessment is used to inform planning, identify next steps and ensure pupils are placed in the most appropriate phonics or 

reading group. In Year 1, children complete the statutory Phonics Screening Check and parents are informed of the outcome. Any child 

who does not meet the expected standard will receive targeted support and will retake the screening in Year 2, with parents again 

informed of the result. In addition to spelling instruction through the RWI programme, pupils in Year 2 are explicitly taught the common 

exception words, high-frequency words and spelling rules expected by the end of Key Stage 1. These are taught through the EdShed 

spelling scheme, ensuring a structured and progressive approach to spelling beyond phonics. 

 

Key Stage 2 

 In Year 3 some children may continue to work on phonics through the RWInc programme, however, the expectation is that most KS2 

children will move on to spelling work planned from The National Curriculum and EdShed spelling scheme of work. Teachers follow the 

sequence of words as set out in the EdShed spelling overview for their year group. Spelling is modelled consistently within the wider 

teaching of English – shared and guided reading, shared writing, word and sentence level work. These all offer valuable opportunities 

for teaching spelling. All adults consistently model the strategies of clapping syllables, segmenting the sounds in order to spell a word. 

A discreet spelling lesson is taught on Monday, introducing a new spelling rule or set of words. These are then dripped into writing 

opportunities throughout the rest of the week. Word lists and spelling homework is sent home every week, and previously taught 

spellings are assessed through the use of dictation. Children also have an individual login to practise spellings on an online platform.  



 

 



 



 



 



 



Progression of Common Exception Words (EdShed): 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year 

1 
 

A, the, to, do, of, is, his, 
you, be, he, me, are, I 

was, is, has, be, me, 
she, we, no, go, so 

by, my, one, put, they, 
love 

said, says, full, your, 
ask, there 

come push, pull, 
some, here, were, 

today 

House, where, friend, 
school, once, our 

Year 
2 

door, floor, poor, find, kind, 
mind, behind, child, 
children, because 

wild, climb, most, only, 
both, old, cold, hold, 

gold, told 

every, everybody, 
even, great, break, 

steak, pretty, beautiful, 
after, fast 

last, past, father, class, 
grass, pass, plant, path, 

bath, rather 

careful, playful, 
thankful, helpful, 

boldly, gladly, happily, 
easily, hopeless, 

spotless 

whole, any, many, 
clothes, busy, people, 

water, again, half, 
hour 

Year 
3 

actual, bicycle, answer, 
circle, earth, enough, island, 

fruit, often, popular 

centre, disappear, 
heart, minute, regular, 
decide, early, learn, 

notice, therefore 

build, describe, 
imagine, library, 
natural, ordinary, 
promise, recent, 
suppose, weight 

address, mention, 
arrive, occasionally, 
certainly, probably, 
experience, reign, 
history, sentence 

accidentally, breathe, 
century, eight, 

consider, guard, 
heard, peculiar, 
possible, quarter 

disappear, specifically, 
reaction, committed, 
misunderstanding, 
forbidden, capable, 

neighbour, personal, 
confusion 

Year 
4 

Strength, grammar, 
calendar, women, appear, 
straight, interest, opposite, 

increase, believe 

Favourite, complete, 
continue, experiment, 

February, naughty, 
material, knowledge, 
remember, famous 

Extreme, although, 
breath, caught, 

different, exercise, 
medicine, thought, 

business, possession 

Surprise, separate, 
group, height, potatoes, 

though, particular, 
through, caught, 

woman 

bicycle 
 

Revision of tricky 
CEWs 

Separate, potatoes 
 

Revision of tricky 
CEWs 

Year 
5 
 

Appreciate, cemetery, 
conscious, convenience, 

environment, immediately, 
language, sufficient, 
thorough, vegetable 

Accommodate, 
available, controversy, 
dictionary, marvellous, 
opportunity, secretary, 

sincerely, suggest, 
twelfth 

Ancient, amateur, 
awkward, criticise, 

equipment, excellent, 
foreign, pronunciation, 

symbol, yacht 

Accompany, 
communicate, 

conscience, desperate, 
disastrous, interfere, 

nuisance, queue, 
restaurant, rhythm 

Achieve, apparent, 
bargain, bruise, 

community, 
mischievous, muscle, 
necessary, vehicle, 

system 

 community, muscle, 
precede, principle, 

stationary 

Year 
6 
 

Ancient, cemetery, criticise, 
equipped, government, 

leisure, opportunity, 
recognise, sincerely, variety, 

amateur, category, 
correspond, environment, 

frequently, language, occur, 
queue, signature, twelfth 

According, awkward, 
conscious, dictionary, 

familiar, individual, 
neighbour, profession, 

sacrifice, system 

Accommodate, 
available, competition, 

determined, 
existence, identity, 
muscle, prejudice, 

rhyme, suggest 

Accompany, average, 
conscience, develop, 

explanation, 
immediately, necessary 

privilege, rhythm, 
symbol 

Revision of tricky 
CEWs 

Revision of tricky 
CEWs 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


