
Welcome to the Year 1 
Meet the Teacher Workshop



Typical Day

As children come into school, there is a start of the day activity (SODA)

Maths

Phonics 

Break 10.30-10.45 (snack am)

English

Lunch 11.40-12.30

Religious Education, Science or Foundation subjects 

Afternoon break 2.00-2.10 (snack pm)

Religious Education, Science or Foundation subjects 

Story time at the end of the day  

We also have dedicated 
time slots throughout the 
week to visit our prayer 

garden.



Snack time



P.E Information

• Wednesday & Thursday, weather permitting. 

• PE Kit is encouraged to stay in school and will be 
returned at the end of each half term.



Attendance



Home-School 
Agreement

This document will be 
sent out and receiving 
it will be your 
‘signature’. 





English

Expectations

✔ Correct letter formation, with all letters being the same 
size and on the line. 

✔ Using a finger space between each word. 
✔ Beginning a sentence with a capital letter and using a full 

stop correctly at the end of a sentence. 
✔ Use of phonics charts, Read Write Inc. mats and common 

exception word mats when spelling. 



Writing

Purple Pen 

We are introducing using purple pens in every writing 
lesson, by getting children to write their capital 
letters and full stops in purple pen for each of their 
sentences.

The rationale behind this is to promote children to 
edit and improve their writing from the beginning of 
their writing journeys. This enables children to 
clearly visualise where capital letters and full stops 
belong in their sentence writing. Hence, when 
encouraged to read and check their writing, this will 
aid them to find errors and make corrections within 
their writing.



The Writing Process

Our writing will be linked and inspired 
by this year’s texts:

Handwriting sessions are taught throughout the week. 





Reading

• During the previous summer term, your child was assessed on their 
phonics knowledge. This allowed us to place children into their 
phonics groups and identify their current book level.

• Children are assessed regularly to demonstrate progression and 
move onto the next book level.

• All children are heard read a range of times throughout the week 
from their class teacher, teaching assistants and phonics teacher.

• Children are given a new book on Monday which they read in class 
and in their phonics sessions throughout the week. 

• We then send this home on a Friday, and children are expected to 
read this at home with adult support, and reading records are to 
be signed for evidence.

• This model of reading is to support and promote fluency, and 
reinforce the learning taking place each week in school.



Spellings

• Children will be sent a set of 8 spellings each week on a Friday to 
be learnt throughout the week. Then children will be assessed the 
following Friday.

• Words chosen are based on the sounds children have been 
focusing on that week in their phonics groups and 2 common 
exception words.



Homework

In Year 1, the homework expectations are:

• To read the Read Write Inc. books sent home with your children. 

• Practise spellings that are sent on a Friday, which children will be 
assessed on the following Friday (please keep these at home).

• With regards to Maths, homework will be in paper form, based on 
what they have learnt that week. It will go home on a Monday and 
be returned the following Monday.

• All children will also be given login details to Numbots, we would 
encourage them to access this and work through the various 
stages, consolidating their maths knowledge. In addition, this is a 
fantastic opportunity for children to practise their computing 
skills. 

All children will be provided with their Numbots logins which will be put 
inside of their reading journals.



Numbots

You can access Numbots via https://numbots.com/

1. Click 'Log in'
2. Click 'Pupil'
3. Click 'Pupils'
4. Enter the school postcode - B75 6PB 
5. Select St Joseph's address
6. Enter username and password 
7. Click 'Story'





Mathematics

• Maths is taught daily, and as a school we follow White Rose Maths.

• We include a range of mathematical activities in lessons, using 
concrete resources, learning practically to support all learners, 
before moving to pictorial and abstract concepts. This ensures 
foundational skills are embedded.
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Mathematics – How can you help at home
• Regular practice of writing numbers correctly

• Number bonds to 10 and 20

• Addition and Subtraction up to 20 using different 
objects: 

• For example: 9 grapes + 7 pieces of banana = 

• If the teaching staff feel that your child has a 
misconception in mathematics, we will address it 
individually and also speak to you on strategies 
that could help at home. 



RE and Foundation Subjects
Science

Geography/history 

R.E
Branch 1
Creation & 
Covenant

Branch 2
Prophecy & 
Promise

Branch 3 
Galilee to 
Jerusalem

Branch 4
Desert to 
Garden

Branch 5
To the Ends 
of the Earth

Branch 6
Dialogue and 
Encounter



Feedback and Marking policy

• GREEN – When highlighted green, this shows that an answer is 
correct, spelling is correct, capital letters and full stops have 
been used etc.

• PINK – THINK… - When highlighted pink, this is to demonstrate 
to children that they need to think about their answer/writing and 
that it can be edited to be improved to make their work even 
better!



Mass and School Trips

• On Thursday 22nd October we will be joined by ‘The Animal Man’ 
who will be bringing a selection of wonderful creatures for us to 
handle, as part of our science topic ‘Animals, including humans’. 

• We will send more information in relation to this next week.

• This term Mass will be taking place in school.



Online Safety 

These are some really useful resources that 
you can use to get more information, 

thinkuknow.co.uk is also child friendly. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000zg
wk 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

https://nationalcollege.com/categories/onlin
e-safety 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000zgwk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000zgwk
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://nationalcollege.com/categories/online-safety
https://nationalcollege.com/categories/online-safety


Year One Phonics Screening 
check

⚫ Designed to give teachers and parents information on how the 
child is progressing in phonics.

⚫ There are two sections in this 40-word check and it will assess 
phonics skills and knowledge learned through Reception and Year 1. 
Takes 5-10 minutes per child. 

⚫ 20 real words and 20 nonsense words
⚫ It is a school-based check to make sure that the child receives 

any additional support promptly- practice time is given, not 
stressful for children. 

⚫ Year 1 Assessment in June 2027



UNICEF



For …

We would love you to write 
a hope / wish for your 

child during their time in 
year one. We will then 

reflect upon this at the 
end of the school year.

This may be an academic 
wish or more a social wish…



If you have any queries or questions, please do 
not hesitate to ask us directly at pick up (after 
we have dismissed all children), or via email or 
phone.

Email: enquiry@stjosutton.net

School office telephone:  0121 354 6270

Thank you for your continued support.



Thank you for coming to 
the Year 1 Parent Talk ☺ 


